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Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs � Fourteenth Report � �Overview of Petitions� 
Resumed from 9 December 2008. 

Motion 
Hon BRUCE DONALDSON: I move �  

That the report be noted. 

The Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs has found that its main focus and workload now 
relates almost entirely to petitions. Although we are deliberating on a committee report tabled in Parliament, I 
will not say anything about what the committee is doing, of course. I saw the Clerk look sideways at me, so I 
will refrain from discussing those matters. I have said in the chamber previously that there is an expectation in 
the wider community that if people present a petition to Parliament, members can change the world. 
Unfortunately, we cannot. There have been some changes in government outcomes, but, frankly, the ability of 
Parliament to change a bill or motion after it has been debated is minute. Ministers and the government have 
been made aware of some of the shortcomings that people have highlighted through petitions. As members 
know, petitions are a last resort and people can be disappointed on occasions. However, a lot of people feel 
satisfied when they can make their point and give evidence, whether that be written or oral. They feel 
comfortable that at least they have gone into bat and put their case, and, even if they do not win the case, they do 
not walk away feeling too savagely about it. The wider community has that opportunity, and that will continue in 
the future. 

Petitions are automatically referred to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs. I understand 
that the Western Australian Parliament is the only state Parliament that goes down this path. Other Parliaments 
refer petitions to ministers and allow the ministers to consider them and provide responses. This chamber is at 
the forefront of Australian state Parliaments. We can take some credit for being ahead of the game and showing 
the way. I understand that other states are considering this process at the moment to determine whether they can 
adopt some of the principles and processes that have been established by the Legislative Council in Western 
Australia. 

The petition about Governor Stirling Senior High School is a prime example of the sorts of petitions that are 
presented, and it is referred to in the committee report. Members of the committee visited the school and were 
outraged by the condition of the school. I know that a decision has been made to build a new school, and I 
understand that that will still happen. I have not heard anything to the contrary, but that commitment was made 
by the previous government. During our visit to the school, we saw staff sitting in little anterooms leading to the 
boys and girls change rooms and toilets. We got in touch with the responsible minister at the time, and that 
situation was changed straightaway�it was just not on. Everywhere we looked, something was in dire need of 
repair or maintenance. I hope that the commitment to build a new school will still be met. 

Hon Robyn McSweeney, who has been elevated to the position of minister, resigned from the committee on 
21 October last year and Hon Wendy Duncan took her place on 5 November 2008. 

After considering many of the petitions, members may need to undertake more field trips. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON: I knew that members would jump to the wrong conclusion! I saw the smiles on 
their faces. It worries me that my reputation will live on for a little while when I leave this place. People will 
forget who Bruce Donaldson was, but they will remember that he was the bloke��What was his name?��who 
travelled all the time. That is what will be said about me and it is quite wrong. 

Hon Ed Dermer: It is totally unfounded, of course! 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON: I am talking about car trips in the metropolitan area. 

Hon Simon O�Brien: We will uphold the finest traditions that you have set! 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON: I have discussed this matter previously in the chamber. The presentation of 
petitions to Parliament is very important. I think the committee structure needs to be revamped in some shape or 
form, but that decision will be left to Parliament to make after 22 May. I would not like the petition process 
diminished in any way, because it plays a very important and significant role in this place. It gives a great deal of 
comfort to many people who do not have the opportunity to access ministers and who have great difficulty in 
getting through to government agencies to put their points of view. Although Parliament may not be able to 
deliver what those people expect it to deliver, at least they have a forum through which to put their points of 
view; I believe that is a very important facet of democracy and of what Parliament represents. 
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Hon RAY HALLIGAN: I respond to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs report 
because, as Hon Bruce Donaldson has mentioned, it contains an overview of petitions, a process that I was 
involved in very early in my time in this place. I agree with Hon Bruce Donaldson that the process needs to 
continue. I understand that it is unique throughout Australia in that only this chamber of Parliament provides the 
opportunity for people who have grievances to have them heard by this chamber via this standing committee. As 
Hon Bruce Donaldson has mentioned, the expectations of people with grievances often far exceed that which the 
committee can provide by way of answer, but they believe that at least they have had the opportunity of airing 
their grievances to people who are listening. There have been a number of instances when issues have been 
brought to the attention of ministers that had not previously been acknowledged. The committee can make a 
difference, not all of the time, but some of the time. 

One need look only at the contents page of the fourteenth report to see the types of grievances that people 
have�issues that they believe require correction. The contents page lists a petition headed �South Cardup 
Landfill�. Other petitions included �Wanneroo Road Upgrade�, �Whitfords Road Reserves and Bus Services�, 
�Multipurpose Taxis � People with Disabilities�, �State Government Proposal to Amend the Prostitution Act 
2000�, �Human Reproductive Technology Amendment Bill 2007� and �Smoking Ban at Graylands�. I will not 
go through them all, but they are many and varied, including the one Hon Bruce Donaldson mentioned about the 
relocation of Governor Stirling Senior High School.  

These are issues important in the minds of the people of Western Australia. I think it particularly important not 
only that they always be afforded this opportunity of not only having their grievances presented to this chamber 
of this Parliament, but also that there be a committee to look into those grievances and, where necessary, write a 
report and bring to the attention of the appropriate minister those grievances. There is also the possibility that the 
committee may make recommendations and provide the appropriate minister with the opportunity to have 
information that would not otherwise have been available to him or her. I think petitions are an important aspect 
of the work of this Parliament, and particularly this chamber. It is something that has been available to people of 
this state over many, many years, and I sincerely hope that it continues to be available to them in years to come.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I rise to make a few brief comments on the annual report of the Standing 
Committee on Environment and Public Affairs, particularly petition 77 regarding the relocation of Governor 
Stirling Senior High School, which both Hon Bruce Donaldson and Hon Ray Halligan have commented on.  

I completely concur with the comments made by Hon Bruce Donaldson about this school. Members in this house 
would be aware that, as a member for the East Metropolitan Region, I have taken a strong interest in this school 
and have raised on a number of occasions the parlous state of disrepair that that school has been in for a number 
of years. It is fair to say that the petition presented to this house, which I had the opportunity to present back in 
November 2007, was certainly a very strong catalyst for action in dealing with the significant maintenance 
problems being faced at the school. That is despite the original disregard by the previous Minister for Education 
and Training.  

I want to remind the house of some of the problems. I will refer to the report. These matters were contained in 
the petition: science rooms with rotting desks and sinks with unsafe Bunsen burners; unusable lockers that were 
rusted and buckled; desks and chairs that were dilapidated and broken; classrooms needing appropriate and safe 
heating and cooling; rotting gutters; corroded and filthy asbestos awnings; ventilation in the arts room and 
provision of storage and display areas; interview rooms being needed for teachers with parents and students; and 
a variety of other issues. I was very pleased that the committee took the time to visit Governor Stirling Senior 
High School and allowed me to accompany them. Hon Bruce Donaldson, Hon Robyn McSweeney and 
Hon Sheila Mills could certainly see the gravity of the situation.  

I note in the report that subsequent to that visit, the committee sent letters to the then Minister for Education and 
Training requesting a number of urgent repairs. The parents and citizens association has told me that, as a result 
of that and because of this petition, the school is certainly in a better state after action was subsequently taken by 
the Department of Education and Training. As noted by Hon Bruce Donaldson, a commitment was made last 
year to redevelop the school. There are still difficulties at the school and they still need to be addressed for 
current students. I wish, however, to applaud the efforts of the dedicated school community who are committed 
to making their students� school experience what it should be; that is, a school with great students, dedicated 
staff and school buildings that are not falling down before their eyes.  

The P&C has told me on numerous occasions that it felt that the process that was undertaken through this 
petition was an excellent process because it gave the committee an opportunity to put forward to this Parliament 
its concerns regarding that school and the effect that it was having on their students, and that, as a result of that 
visit, a number of actions did occur. I think it shows the value of the petition process. The fact that the P&C saw 
the petition process as an opportunity to raise such significant issues, and what has resulted from that, shows the 
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value of the process undertaken in this Parliament. Again, I wish to thank the committee for the time that they 
took in dealing with this issue, particularly Hon Sheila Mills, Hon Bruce Donaldson and Hon Robyn 
McSweeney, who visited the school with me.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: I would like to make a few comments about one of the tabled petitions; that is, 
petition 82, �Smoking Ban at Graylands�.  

People often feel that they are given an opportunity through petitions to raise their concerns about particular 
issues that do not seem to be getting heard in any other way. I only hope that our ministers will take a greater 
interest in those issues when they are brought to their attention through the petition process, unlike the interest 
previous ministers took. The previous Minister for Health stated that the issues raised in the Graylands petition 
had been addressed on a number of occasions during the preparation phase for implementation of the smoke-free 
policy in mental health services. He also stated that the issues raised had been addressed through direct 
correspondence with the principal petitioner, Mrs Warnick. However, Mrs Warnick made contact with me and 
made it quite clear that those issues had not been addressed. In fact, she still felt that it was a failed policy and 
that the minister had failed to take the matter seriously enough.  

I am heartened by the position being taken by our new Minister for Mental Health, Dr Graham Jacobs. He has 
made a public statement to the effect that this is an issue that needs to be reconsidered, that it is heartless to 
expect people who are arriving, mostly against their will as involuntary patients, at a mental health unit to 
abstain completely from smoking from that day.  

In the past 12 months wherever the Minister for Mental Health or I have been across Western Australia, or even 
in other states of Australia, we have heard complaints about this issue. Complaints have come to us from doctors 
and other clinicians working throughout the whole of the mental health service saying that patients are being 
treated punitively through this process, and that their human rights are being abused. Patients have been 
restricted from going into outdoor areas for fear that somebody may be passing them cigarettes through the 
fences and things like that. Family members have said they are being frisked when they come in to visit their 
family members in the hospitals because of concerns that they might be taking in cigarettes. Probably the most 
concerning aspect of this issue for me was when I visited Graylands Hospital to look at a sign that had been put 
up on a fence there indicating that anybody caught selling cigarettes to people on the Graylands site would be 
fined $50 000. Unbelievable! It is intimidatory and punitive action.  

I am hopeful that our ministers will take a greater interest in the petitions process and the fact that many people 
believe that that process is a last resort for them to get some fairness and understanding about the issues raised, 
and that that process is not used just as a means of trying to fob off people with some suggestion that the issues 
have already been addressed.  

Question put and passed.  
 


